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S^StURAL SECRETS 
Wego Coim(>Con 


Executive producers Eric Kripke, Sera Gamble and Ben Edlimd 
made their annual pilgrimage to San Diego Comic-Con over the 
summer and revealed plenty of choice deUuls to Tfie Qificial 
Supeima In ral Magazine about just how they are going to pull 
off the actual Apocalypse in the fifth season of Supey-natuml. 










Cons Round Up 



S jpemanjfal corventlons are spreading 
^J^t^er and further afield, H seems. Italy 
Mill be getting fte tiisl convention in the 
shape ol the Jus In Bello con, happening 
from April 2-4, 201 0, Taking place at the 
Hilton Rome Airport Hotel, its guests will 
include Jared Padaleoki (Sam Winchester), 


namechecked on the show itself. 
We wonder if Slmpatico voted? 



Meanwhile, the Rising Con will be Spain’s 
first ever Supemafpraf con. From June 12- 
13, 2010, the convehtion will take over 
Barcelona's Barcelo Sants Hotel, with the 
guests including Jared Padaleeki, Samantha 
Ferris (Ellen Harvelle), and, far the frst time 
at a European convention, the ImpalaJ For 
more, visit www.l(l2events,com 



Singer), Jake Abal (Adam Milligan), Traci 
Dinwiddle (pramela Barnes), Frederic Lehne 
(the Yellow-Eyed EJemon), Samantha Smith 
(Mary Winchester), and Richard Speight, Jr, 
CTrickster). For more information, see 
tittpy/iuslnbello.il 


Another first is provided by the first ever 
Germar Supematuraf Con from May 21-23 
at the Parkhotel Bad Neuehahr. The Asylum 
£umpe: No Rest For the irVfcted convehtion 
will feature Jim Beaver, Samantha Ferris 






ides returning to Supernatural 
las Sam's late glrKiiend Jessica, 
Adrlanne PalickI will be seen soon 
anodnsr apocalyptically-themed drama, 
the movie Legion, to be released In 
January 20t 0, as well as a remake of the 
BOs drama Red Dawrj. • Another returnee 
to the show, Samantha Ferria (Ellen 
Harvsils), stars in the directorial debut of 
Dolph Luhdgren, the actlcm movie Icarua, 
released next year. • Ferris' on-screen 
^ daughter Alona Tal (Jo Harvelle) can 
be seen soon In the horror movie 
'Undocumented, as well as the thriller 
Kalemity with Nick Stahl. • Rob Benedlot 
(Chuck) has joined The Group, a film 
comedy co-written by Heroes star Greg 
Grunberg, as well as the comedy drama 
A Uttle Help. • Katie Cassidy (Ruby I), 
as well as starring In the updated 90s 
TV show Uetrose Place, will also be in 
another reimagining, the Hlghvnare on Elm 
Street movie reboot. • Steven tABIIiams 
(Rufus Turret) will star in the thriller 
Gartters, about a killer who re-enacts 
deaths In video games. • Julie McNiven 


We’ll Have PftPll 













fiyEIKD^OT OF,kjN PLAYING 
[GOOD SAM FOR SOlONG, BUT 
IHAD'SUGHA-GREAt^IME ‘ ~ 
SHOOTING iBORN UNDER A BAD 
telGJV.WHERE I GOT, POSSESSED 
iBYtMEG’S DEMON,^ JARED 




I AcKles. 


“DEAN HATES THE D6M01SIS;HE j 
HATES THE ANGELSIHE’S JUST-f ; 
A BITTER YOUNG'GUY.”*- JENSEN 


humor. Hs takes 
everything with a 
pinch of salt. Dean 


Supematurat 
episodes, so you're 


er young guy. 




. saying 


they're dealing 


listlc outlook on things. people's eyes to drffe 


stopped 











“nfmmtHE ONLY WAY FOR SAM 
TO'PROPERLY-DIE WOULD BE FOR 
HIS BROTHER 'TO KILL HIM” - JARED 


to be that struggle 
Dng, that ultimatdy 


’m thirklrg you gotta have that, 
jcifer thinks he's right, no matter 
ng he Is. They could paint him 
t like Ruby, who everybody 
was In the right. Everybody 


i and Padalecki are looking 


option. Surely I 
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up until now, the demon Lilith has 
never been in the snnie body twiee 
(hoc eoimting Dean’s haliurination 
in Vettow Fever, wtilch was the 
same Lilith horn No Rest for 
the Wicked'). Wlicn you were 
hired for The Monster at 
the Ftid of This Book, 
did you know yoa'd be 
coming back for the 




movemcnrs look llfolOb£? Did you ever 
hang your head too hard? 

No, I dhin't go Ixome with a concussion, 
thank God! It takes a loi of focus to do 
nothing. It's like, "Don't let your eyes move 
at ail. Keep your pupils in the center of 
your eyes." It lakes a lot of focus. 

Wiiac was it like lying in a pool of fake 
blood all day? 
it was a tong day! 

Do you have any behind-the-scenes 
stories to share with the fans? 

It was really cool being on set with 
I Genevieve Coclese. We talked a liltle bit 
about everythuig. She's had a lot of 
exiierieiice playing a demon. She said it’s 
been u really great learning experience for 
her doing SupeiTifl/iirni. We talked lots 
about the end of our two characters and 
I being offed. She brouglit iier dog to set; 

I :< little brown and white dog. 1 can't 
I remember the name of It, but it’s really 
cule. They all bring their dogs to set, so 
there's a gang of dogs roaming around 
[ keeping everyone happy in tlie wee hours 
j of the morning. 

' In your credits, you often use the 
I screen name Pippi- How’d that 
come about? And why do you switcli 
back and forth between Katherine 
I and Pippi? 

I used to look like Pippi Longstocking 
wlien I was a little girl, so it was my 
I nickname Ironi way back in the day, and 
1 kind of shick witli it uiitiJ about eight 



The Winchesters have faced all manner of evil creatures in their 
time, but who were the worst of the worst? The Official Supernatural 
Magazine teamed up with website Totalscifionline.com to put it to 
the vote and find fans' top ten villains for our Villains Special. 

By the pricking of our thumbs, something wicked this way comes... 




An rntimldatlng, glowering (igjre 
who apparently had little liking 
for homanity, on first meeting the 
Winchesters Uriel seemed to be 
a pragmatic, uncompromising loro 

the side of good. Mis attitude tows 
humanity, however, referring to the 
as "mud monkeys" was perhaps 
a clue to his true intentions. Like 
Lucifer before him, Uriel’s disdain i 
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Words; Jayne Nelson 


GueSC scatins; Beava- (Bobby Simel'). K3Cle 
Cassidy -(Ruby). Geobje Coe -(Pc(C Fr^nont). Sitfl-a 
McCohnidc .(LTIith). CorelCban 'MF. Fl-anonC). 
Arre Galkin (Mbs. Fbanolt) 


Wbttten by Ebic KbWre 
Dfrectad by Ktn Mamd^ 


-inations havo slarwd, s 
r mo close to Hell for ci 
cr-rcsourccful Bobby he 
>oU to locate Qlith: she’! 
tony, Indiana. But thcy'i 
I imrl need Ruby's demo 
dcr to lake LilirJt on. Sa 


nianiptilative seif, telling 
■ power tlian he realizes 
re ihan a match for Lilili.. 
.use LiUth is off her guard 
aking a little demon R&R 


MUSIC TO OUR EAI 
TRACKING THE TRACKS. 

■Cany On W^anJ Son" - 


,no3n'» 




UUMLIinU inC LMD’U 
How 10 wind up your enemies. Wincliester-slyle... 
Ruby isn't lutppy; "I wish I could be tliere, Desn!" 
she yells, when he leaves her in the trap, “i wish 
I could smell the Qesh sizsie olT your bones. 

1 wish 1 could be there to hear you scream!" 

To which Dean replies breezily; "And 1 wish you’d 
shut your plehole. but we don't always get wital 


argues with Ruby, leading to a scuffle, 
during which he relieves her other knife j 
and plmiis her smack-bang in die middle 
of a Detil's "nup. She can only watch in 
„ frustration as tlie Wiuchestets head out 
' to face Lilith without her. 

In New Harmony, Lilith Is up to 
no good during Iter 'vacation' She's 
possessed a litlie girl and is holding Ihc 
girl's family, the Preinonts, prisoner and 
forcing Ihcm to treat Iter normally 
despite the fact she’s clearly homicidal. 
They're terrified anil horrified by the 
iltUe girl's actions, but completely 
helpless under her control. 

Dean and Sam leave for Indiana with 
Bobby, who refuses to he left Iteliind 
because he considers lumself part of their 
? family (“Family don’t end with blood, 

• ^ boy"). During the drive Dean tries to cheer 
tumself up by launching into a rousing 
lendition of 'Wanted Dead Or Alive’ by Bon 
Jovi, but they're stopped by a policeman 
because of a broken tailllglit. He’s not 
really a cop, however. He's a demon, and 
thanks to his proxiinity to Hell, Dean lias 
the abiUty to spot demons' faces benealh 
Uieir human hosts’, wliich comes la handy 
when he kills the cop before he can alert 
Lilith to their presence. 

At the Frenioni house, Ulilh is making 
her captive family celebrate her birthtiay 
(the latest of many during their 
imprlsoiunent) 
with a cake and 
parly. Tlie mood 


accuses the grandfatlier of Irying 
to want the neighbors that she's 
Itoiding them prisoner. Despite his 

protests, she leleWnelically snaps ' 

the grandfather's neck and he falls 
faee-nrst into Ws plate of party 

food. Lilltli rfnUy doesn't like it 

wlien people lie to her... 

Meanwliile, the Winchesters and 
Bobby have staked out the house across 
die street, and Dean has identified lilllh 
as the little ^tl. They launch uito a plan 
to sneak into the bviDriing using holy 
water sprlnklere to keep all of Lilltli's 
guard demons at bay. it works, but as 
they approach the house Ruby appears 
from nowhere and grapples wlili Dean, 
wanting her knife back. Sam overiKiweia 
her and the duree of dieni enter the 
house together. 

They walk Into the house on 
lenwrhooks; it's loo quiet Mr. Fremont 
appears and tells them lus possessed 
daughter Is upsiaits. He refuses to hirle in 


the cellar wliliout his wife, so Dean knocks 
Itim nut, leaving Sam and Ruby to go 
upstairs and seek out their prey. Sam finds 
the litlie girl asleep In her ntollier's arms, 
and, chillingly, the woman begs him to 
kill her daughter, terrified by what ^c's 
become. Sam's about to do the deed 
when Dean stops him in tltc nick of lime; 
Ihankfidly he can use his new vision U) see 
that die little fflri Is Just a Ullle (Sri again. 
Lilith isn't there, which means the family 
is .safe, but Lililh'a still a Uueat. .. 

It’s loo late for Dean, though. As tlte 
seconds to midniglit tick away, he says 
goodbye to Sam, refusing to let Sam use 
his (joweis to defeat Lilith. "Keep fighling, 
and lake care of my wheels," he tells him, 
and then the clock strikes. Dean's deal Is 
due. A Hellhound appears and Dean. Sam. 
and Ruby barricade themselves In the next 
roonu alUtoiigh it’s only a matter of time 
until it gels its daws into Dean - you can't 
hold off a Hellhound forever. 

There's a bigger problem, however. 

Dean suddenly looks at Ruby and realizes 
- It's not lier- it's lillth! She Iricked Ihcm 
by stealing Ruby's body! Before either 
brother can act she has them pinned and 
opens the door to the HelUiound, which 
rip.s Dean to shreds. 

Ullth raises her hand to kill Sam and 
die room floods with light, bul. when It dies 
down Sam is still breathing and Lilith is 
suddenly scared. He pulls out die knife to 
kill her but she's too quick for him, leaving 
Ruby's body to fall to the floor as ^e poiire 
her demon-smoke self du-ough a vent in the 
ceiling. Widi Lilith gone, a tearful Sam falls 
to his knees beside a vciy bloody - and 

Meanwhile, bi Hell, Dean is hanging 




WHAT DO THEY DO? 


G houls are. iitien as not, depictad iis 

slispe^shiniiiK damoiis who spend Uieir 
lives slcaling. We don’t just mean Uiey 
steal iheivappearancea- they have far more 
dislurhing lisbiB than that. Ghouls feast on the 
flesh of the dead, which entails tlu?m lingering 
around graveyards in onlcr to djg up graves and 
eat the (thankfully unknowing) vlrtlm within. 
Enfortunalely. like the ghouls in .ftinip The Sftoii, 
inany have a taste for Lieiiii} flesh atid have 
mutated from mere hyena-like scavengers to full-on 
niurderets. In tact, some legends say that ghouls can 
artually change Into hyenas - or other animals - and 
use that form to lure unsuspecting humans into the 
desert so they can tail and eat them. Here's a lip for 
you: never follow a hyena into a deseri, okny? 


V a 


ftp GHOULS! 


‘ - 

GH cntLS OF ARa PiIA 

5 fnr Uie „.o„j .ghod. 

I ^ a derivative of tl.e Arabic ’al-ghtil,' which 
T _ 'demon,’ as well as being taken front 

ghul, "hlch in anciem Arabic folklore was a tiasty 

^ class of 41inn who were said to be tlie spawn of Ihlis 

(In the Arabic world, Ibli, fe Satan). 

In Islanuc folklore, ghouls were said to live in 
deserted places and burial grounds and feed on 
human bodies. They could change their forms at 
»Tll, but always had one recognizable feature- asses’ 
hooves. Kbidofhard to miss, we’d wager. 







GHOULISH BEHAVIOR 

B ecause ghouls are associated with all things dead and ieky, it's common to say 
that someone who has an interest or alildng foe tdmllar subjects is 'ghoulish' 
The term rose to prominence in the 1820s during tm extraordinary spate of 
killings by William Burke and William Hare hi Edinburgh, Scotland. In those days it 
was illegal to supply surgeons with cadavers for medical research, but the demand was 
suli hlgli and some dociors were willing (o pay for fresh coriises. Qraverobbing became 
prevalent, with Burke and Hare only two out of many men who decided that digging up 
the dead for cash was easy money. However, before long they decided it would be 
easier to skip the digging and kill living people instead... Seventeen vicHms Jaler, their 
ghouhsh' crimes had .shocked the world. 

The one good thing tliat came out of their misdeeds was u law passed in 1832, making 
the supply of cadavers legal for medical research No more ghoulish graverobbing was 
needed after that. 


This issue: 


GHOULS 


Words: Jayne Nelson 


ASIAN GHOULS 


r Xapanese folklore is rife tvith ghoul mythology, and theii veisions of the 

^ I creatures are spilt Into two forms: the ‘hannya’, which holes young men 
and enjoys earing babies (lovely!), and rite fabulmuily named 'jikininki.’ 
Hannya - often featured on traditional Japanese masks - were once orthnary 
women, but found themselve-s transformed into tiemons after exiilbiriug Intense 
feelings such as Jealousy, Imtred, or eonfusloia Jikininki, by far the most common 
type of ghoul, are smiply the spirits of greedy humans who are cureed after their 
deaths. Some arc ludeous to look at - so scary that anyone who sees them fteeaes 
in terror - while otheis can lake on human fomi and live rclalively ordinary lives. 
The only problem Is that they liave to eat the recently dead, wliich the Jikininki 
don't epioy doing They have no cholee. however, and tliey sometimes have to 
scavenge possessions ft-om the dead to use as bribes to gel tlie authorities to leave 
them alone. 

■These gliouls are sometimes compared with rite rak.slia.sa (as seen bi season 


RAWHEAD8 AND 
BLOODY BONES 


SUPERNATURAL r- 



Words: Nicholas Knight 


You just can’t keep a good demon down. After being foreiWy evicted from 
her original host and a brief sojourn in Sam’s body, the demonic Meg 
Masters returned to piague the Winchesters in Sympathy For the Devil in 
a whoie new “meat suit.” We taiked to actress RACHEL MINER about 
playing the new-iook Meg... 



Supernatural fans, who have been 
wondering what the feisty demon’s 
been up to since season two. Originally 
inhabiting the body of actress NIckI 
Ayook, the demon Is now embodied by 
Rachel Miner, who shared her thoughts 
on the fun role with The OWcml 
Supernatural Magazine... 


The OfiVcref Supernatural Magazine: 
Rumor has it that you’ve been acting 
sirrce bfrth. That sounds spooky - 



I grew up around it. My father [Emmy- 


I also love movies, plain and simple. 

I remamber seaing Alice in Wonderland 
and wanting to go live in Wonderland, 
so I think that sparked some of II. I’ve 
always had a very vivid imagination 
- I could copy people I saw in the movie 

such as Penny Dreadful, Cult, and 

To ba honest, I'm more of a fan of old 
horror. I was woriung with my mom 
[writer and Off-Off-Broadway director 
Diane Miner] and she showed me some 
of it as a young girl, like The Curse of 
the Cat People and The Shining. Going 
back to some of the classics, I have to 
say that I really love that it's not as much 
about the gore, that It's mcra about what 
you don't see. I think Supernatural hits 


on that. When they have the scary stuff 
It's more about the psychological, and 
it’s often a throwback to some of those 

a lot of fun to gat to play In it. 

In your episode of Fear Itself, 

'The Sacrifice’, you played another 

Did that help you prepare for playing 

and I love history. I think Supernatural 
does a good Job of drawing from a lot 
of folklore and myths and religious 
beliefs and all of that I love reading [the 
mythologlst and writer) Joseph Campbell 
and watching documentaries on myths' 
origins and beliefs, and I think all that 
really helped, because they stay true to 
that stuff on Supernatural. 





“MY INSTINCTS WITH 
THE CHARACTER WERE 
VERY SIMILAR TO WHAT 
BOTH JARED AND NICKI 
HAD DONE BEFORE.” 





aside for a moment what 
er Meg and her personality 
he things that 


Did you watch Nioki Aycox's 
performances of Meg to get a feel 
for the character? 

When I first got the role, It was pretty 




hough, 


“MEG’S EXPERIENCED SO 
MUCH UFE - OR UNLIFE - 
AS A DEMON THAT THERE’S 


Nicki's performance 

>ught 


obviously e\ 
does not liki 
they’ve given he 


A LITTLE BIT MORE CAT- 


perspective of tir 
amount of time she's been 
around probably plays in to it, whereas 
If you or I if were pissed off it would be 
so immediate. Meg's experienced so 
much life - or unlife - as a demon that 
there's a little bit more of relaxation and 
cat-and-mouse kind of tun to it all for 


ANEFMOUSE KIND OF FUN 
TO IT ALL for her,,,” 


this character your own? 
What was interesting, which 
I think la a testament to the 
writing. Is that my instincts 
with the character were very 
similar to what both Jared 


and Nl 


id done before. 


and I really enjoyed her work. It 
was an in 
I didn’t w 
work-th 
On the other hand 

because that woul 
since it's the same 
a different body. 


I fust kind of lucked ol 
the choices l made. 


UPERNATURAL 



ct that the flamons 
manipjlate that. But peraonally, I haven't 
experienced any demons: I like to see 


.a me response ft's wonderful to get caught up in mings, 

potirayal of Meg? So no one on the set of Supernatural but onscreen kisses are usually not 

hat the character were acting as ff they were being romantic. It’s technical, so there’s not 

caople. I didn t manipulated by a demon? a lot of romance involved, 

litloned. but I found No, there were no bad eggs. Everyone 

“IT DID WONDERS FOR MY EGO .“I'SX" 
GETTING TO TAKE ON TWO VERY 
STRONG, VERY-MUCH-LARGER. 

THAN-ME BOYS,” 


excited watching it 
When It comes to sort 


thing I 


coming in. That became 
n’t want to disappoint 




because 
people by 
originally there. But I think thi 
response has been pretty pot 
I really hope they're happy wl 


was really cool. Jared and Jensen a 
gentlemen; they’re really super rice 
And the director: Robert Singer, and 
everyone on the crew were wonderf 


of the I 


sally 10’ 






utiful, b 




terms of the overall show I thought the 
Becky character was hilaiious. I really 
enjoyed her scenes. And I thought Mark 
Pellegrino as Nick was really powerful. 
There were a lot of really great moments 


Fans c 




you believe there are real demons 
out there? 

Real demons? I don’t know. I know 
there are some evil people, for sure. 

I think that there is truth to the fact 
that we always have a choloe between 

and I really like how or Supernatural 




to kick Jared Padalecki's ass 
For the Devif. Was ttiaf funl 
That was probably one o 
things about working on 
I actually love doing stunts and fights. 
The fight choreographer, Lou Bollo, is 
a wonderful man. He's a lot of fun to 
work with, so I had a really good time 

ego getting to take on two very strong, 


avorfte lit 


You mentioned that you 
dialogue. Do you have a 
from Sympathy For the Devil? 

Ora of my favorite lines was, ‘Not 

demon powers,’ which was really fu 
But I loved every little moment I als 


mirg In 






I index pap’i 


Words: Nicholas Knight 












Supernatural 

t Haoasine-. What was It that 
m led yon to working in the 
film and TV indiietry? 

Adam Kajie; My father was a composer 
and my mother was a doo-wop singer 
in tile 10603, so for a long time I thought 
1 was going to go Into music - speciflrally 
compomng. 1 found my way on to NYU’s 
undeigraduate dim and television program, 
studying anything that was music related. 

A series of circumsttnees led me into 
pitiductlon - recording soimd - which 
is where I discovered cinematography. 

The way that you can use pittiires and 
compositions in Ughllng to tell stories 
captured my iraaginaiion in a way that 
nothing else had at ihat point, so I became 
a einenuitographer- 1 came out to Los 
Angeles in lUiX) and started shooting 
a number of low-lmdget features, which 
blossomed iiuo working as a news 
cainoranian for Associated Press, where 
I did crazy things like rUmingaf the 
Murrah Federal BuiliUng bonibuig in 
Oklahoma City and shooiing the OJ. 
Simpson trial. I also did independent 
movies and then eveniually found my 
way Into television. That occupied 
a good niunbcr of years, during which 
cinie I worked with a lot of really amazing 
directors, and 1 decided about six years 
ago that Td like to And my own directorial 
voice because I thought I had something 
to offer. So I made a short film called The 
Fir dial had Robert PaCrtek in it, and we 
did the festival circuit and I won all kinds 
of awards, which was great After I shot 
the pnot for die TV show Heroes (ss 
cinematographer), I approaclied Ihe 
prodiicere and asked them if they would 
have me direct an episode. They gave me 


Wbds.- Nicholas Knight 
an episode to direct in Ihe first season 


Do you prefer directing to being 

a einemaiographor? 

I do. Wlien I read a script, ihlngsjump off 
of the page to me visually. It became veiy 
dear to me that I had something lo oITer 
beyond cinemalography. 


You worked with Supernatural 
executive producer Bob Singer prior 
to directing AJter School Special. Did 
that help you get the gig? 

Yeah, I knew Bob Singer and I also knew 
[coexecudvc producer! Phil Sgnccla. Pliil 
had been Bob’s editor on two dilTerent 
TV pilots that 1 shot as a cinematographer 
one for CBS called SnmV Circus diat 
didn't air, and one caUeri WarSloHes with 
Jeff Goldblum Uiat Bob directed for NBC 
wluch aired as a two-hour movie. So when 
I started directing, I called those guys 
and asked them if I could direct an 
episode ofSiipemotmu/, and they were 
very enthusiastic. I went up to Vancouver 
during an episode that PIUI was directing 
and I shadowed liim for a month. I learned 
about tlie show, learned about the rhythm 
of the crew, and that was a great 
experience for me. 


What did you think the first time 
you read the script for the episode 
After School Special? 

I thought the episode was a departure 
from the rhythm of the normal episodes, 
because it deals heavily wilh the back- 
story of the two brothers. We learned 
more about their journey anil wliai kinds 
of events shaped their personalities as 
adidls. I love that kind of stuff When you 






“AFTER SCHOOL SPECIAL WAS A 
DEPARTURE FROM THE RHYTHM 
OF THE NORMAL EPISODES, 
BECAUSE IT DEALS HEAVILY 
WITH THE BACK-STORY OF THE 
TWO BRO THERS...” 


OPERA 

Q_V E 


In whai trayH did }au infuse your 
own stylo into School SpociaCl 
I’m a big fan of gening the camera close 
to people; in tlieir faces. 1 like being 

1 also have a penchant for overhead 
shots, so I snuck one or two in. because 
wlien you put the camera overtiead it 
makes the characters feel very small 
anti vulnerable. 

What did you think of the final cut 
of your episode? 

[ think that the producers made it 
better. We directors get four days to 
tinker before we have to Cum in our 
cut I was off in New York prepping an 
episode of ifinp,*; when I was cutting 
jVfar School SpecioL, so I was doing 
a lot of stuff over the phone. The 
editor would do a cut, then send me 
a DVD and I'd watch it at night and 
send him notes over the inlemeh 
It’s aveiy dissociative way to cut an 
episode, and I really don't prefer it 


that way, but it happens a lot with 
television directors who are booked on 
multiple shows back-to-back. I felt Uuu 
my cut could've been better when I turned 
it in and ! was thrilled to sec the final edit 
because II really embodied that extra 10 
percent that I was trying lo squeeze out 
from oif-iocalion editing They really 
shaped it in a very elegant, beautiful woy. 

You mentioned tiiat you nearly became 
a composer. What did you Chink of the 
score for^^er School Special? 

1 think Chat it was very appropriate. 

An episode like this has a danger of 
becoming senlimentai or potentially 
over-sappy because you're watching two 
young kids who are dealing with the fact 
that their father is gone all the tinie, 
struggling with their own Idenllty and 
transience because they're always on the 
move. The score had the potentiaJ tor 
. becoming overbearing, but the composer 
did a fantastic job of keeping tlisl balance 
of making it tense while also supporting 
the emotional atmosphere. 


€qrn-| 


The back-story made it a very 
imponanl episode with regards Co 
the seiies’ mytJioiugy. Did that make 
coming in as a new director aU (he 
mure daunting? 

When I read a script, I’m always looking 
for the emotional undercurrent, so it 
wasn’t daunting al ail for me because 
any show that lias a stylized visual feel 
toil always has un emotional truth to it 
if it’s going to be believable and engaging. 
The minute shows don't have that 
emotional truth, people turn Ihe channel, 
because they don’l care about the 
characters anymore. 




was Ihe real actress IMarie 
Avgeiopoulosl, by the way, getting 
her head slammed into the mirror 
- that was not a stunlwoman. We 
had a shot where the camera's at 
the POV of the mhrur and her face 
comes ri0ii toward us, and tliat 
was really the actres s , She was 
really into it, and that shot works 
best tliat way, when we can see 
that it actually is her getting her 
face smashed In. 


“THEY GET TO DRIVE 
A BADASS IMPALA, CARRY 
COOL SHOTGUNS, XnD KILL 
GHOSTS AND DEMONS, WHAT 

ELSE COULD ONE WANT?” out of the whole epiaode, 


a 
V 


Did Jensen enjoy throwing the 
dodgeball at that kid a little too much? 
He did! It was something we talked about, 
because he really wanted to do it and 
1 was concerned that he was going to 
bean that kid too liard. That poor kid 
was a trooper, Jensen didn't go ail out, 
but the funny part is that he plays it with 
the whole military gait and tlie kids are 
his soldleta, and one of them [reallyl 
wasn’t prepared! it was great. It’s one 
of my favorite scenes in tlie show. 


for you? 

I liked the scenes with youi^er Sam and 
older Sam with tlie teacher. The way tliat 
stotyline conies full circle is a really great 
stoiytelling technique tliat both actore 
played to the hilt. Chad Willett (as Mr. 

Wyatt) really did a great job of not being 
overbearing or loo sendmenlai. He did 
a terrinc job of finding that sensitive 
middle ground. Those were two of the 
most gralifying scenes to shoot for the P 
show because of their emotional value. ® r 


The 


Words: Bryan Cairns 


Stirring up resentments that 
had been brewing between Sam 
and Dean for some time, Sex 
and Violence's Siren proved to 
be one of their most insidious 
foes. Actor JIM PARRACK, who 
played the Siren’s Nick Monroe 
guise, tells us about playing this 



fatally seductive creature... 



landing the role o( Agent Nick Munroe? 
Jim Parraek: I had actually never 


watched it, but I live close to the Warner 
Bros, tot so I had seen signs tor H. One of 
the writers paelte Tucker] for the show I'm 
a regular on, Twe Stood, nad written for it 
before. I had deflnitely heard of it though. 

How was Nick described to you, and 
did they Initially spell out that he was 

because part of the sides (script pages 

atter that was revealed. I believe It was ih 
the car and then another was with the two 


brothers at the end. He was originally 
described as an FBI Agent and that weird 
things started happening around him. 

What did you like about the way Nick 
was introduced to the boys? 

I liked that there was a red herring. 

I remember telling the director that If 
I treated the doctor suspiciously and 
was there to Investigate her. it might help 

cema off, but I thought It was a good 
opportunity to get everyone, including 
Sam and Dean, to feel that way. 

As an actor, was it difficult playing Nick 
as thle human without tipping off the 
fact that he was actually evil? 
hip, not really, because It seemed the only 


oharacteristics or drives was visually. 

It seemed to act the way people do. 
Psychologically, it was normal in that 
It needed to be loved and have people 
loyal to it Those emotions are human, 
so the eternal monster appearance was 
the only otherworldly aspect of K, and 
special effects takes care of that. On the 
Inside, the thing operated the same as 
everyone else. It was pretty easy to think 
It made sense to see what kind of person 
somebody would love and then show 
that to them. 

Speaking of presenting your heart's 
desire, how was that bonding moment 
between Nick and Dean? 

I liked It, and I like Jensen Ackles a lot. 

He grew up one town over from me in 






“I THOUGHT HE SHOULD 
BE AMBIGUOUSLY SEXUAL. 
AS THE FBI AGENT HE WAS 
A GUY’S GUY BUT THIS 
CREATURE WASN’T A GUY 
OR A GIRL.” 




“I FELT VERY LONELY 
THE WHOLE TIME I WAS 
FILMING. I THOUGHT 
THAT WAS PROBABLY 
THE MOTIVATING FORCE 
OF THIS CREATURE...” 






SUPERN_ATURAL 








Words; Nicholas Knight 


As Supematurars storylines have become 
increasingly epic, so have its visual effects. 
The show’s visual effects supervisor Ivan 
Hayden talked to The Official Supernatural 
Magazine about demon smoke, blown-out 
bridges, and helping an angel get his wings. 
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I Hayden. 


“IN SEASON FOUR jy. 
THROUGH SEASON 
FIVE, THERE’S BEEN 
A SHIFT IN THE VISUAL 
EFFECTS -THEr RE 
GETTING BIGGER. 






“I WOULD ENJOY DOING 
AN EPISODE WITH 
CASTIEL WHERE HE’S 
FIGHTING WITH OTHER 
ANGELS AND THEY’RE 
IN FULL ANGEL MODE. . 



UNSEEN 

I effects! 

' “We did our job so well 
that it looked photo-real.” 

“There are lols of ^ols Uiai we've done 
■ that haven't made it onto Oie show,' 

Hayden mvealed. 'For the flret TVickster 
episode [season two’s Th/I Th/i's), wiien 
Dean slabs him with the blood-soaked 
stake, we did this really cool gag where the 
' lyickster's sWn burned away, his skeleton 
burned away, and he turned into a.sh 
- we loved it. But Eric saw it and was 
I like, That's cool, but it's way over the top,' 

I I which is an example of die dlHerence In 

I the trend of how things have gone. So we 

clianged it to just the blue name tliat is sort 

1 oflhehtillniarkofaSnperanfiiTOl Fire. 

I 'There was a Gordon head shot (in 

season cliree's F’t'fli BlooU\ that didn't 
I make II. that we lovetl. We did an element 
I where Sam's got razor wire aruunil 
Gordon’s neck and Ute ctunera's over 
Gordon’s shoulder and Sam pops through 
with tlte razor wire, tlien Uie ptaciical head 
falls out of frame. Well, lieads are round, 
they roll, and It'd take a while for them to 
settle. The way it happened, they cut 
sliaight from Sam to the head, so we had 

' his mouth opening and closing and tlie 

blood pool spreading. In this instance, 

i standanlsandpracHcessaid.'Nowtcr.' 

' We did our job so well that it looked 
I plioto-real. It’s a creepy, creepy effect! 

Thenin/l VeivSupenionoal 

Cliri.vimas, Uiete's a gag where you see Ihe 
pagan gods, and we did a shot wlieie after 
• they killed die woman god and the male 
I god turns around and screams, 'Madge!' 

I It was scripted dial it's In aU his goiUike 
^ glory, and we actually did the .sliot to 
completion where he turns into Ihis tree 
creature. He’s al! wooden and gnarled and 
he screams. It was amazing - we loved 
Ihe look of that shot. But it was one of the 
things wliere they were like, ‘You know 
wliat, it’s a Ultle too on the nose.' Tliey 

' ended up just dropping IL The actor's 

I (Spencer Goirettl actions were really great, 
L and it didn't necessarily warrant an effects 
shot anyway. It's a fine line that wc walk, 
but wc learn from every one of iliose shots, 
so it's never a complete wasre for us," 




I Wade vi*en mey're Killing 
Evsrything going In or Goming 
ou sea is visual Bflecis. Whereas 


Hayden i 








“UGHT AND DARK 
WAR AND PEACE. HEMTEN 
AND HELL THE APOCALYF^. 
WHEN YOU’RE DEALING WOT 
THAT SORT OF CONFUCT IT 
OPENS UP THE DOOR FOR 
THE UNEXPECTED.” 




EFFECTING 

THE OUTCOME 

“Shots keep evolving 
' right up to a few days 
before broadcast. . . 

lead visual efftiols anlsL, Mark 
Meloflie, infumed us that they’re always 
A—*' "'Aying to expand our approach to keep things 
Iresli; one can only do so many black eyes, smoke 
demons, and knlTe stabs over five seasotts and still be 
nioUvated. For example, oiir black demon smoke has 
always been a eltallenging work in progress, “nds year 
■ we’ve added a new outer particle layer lo tite typical 
inner core lo give tlie smoke more life .-md depth. It's 
, subtle, but tlie look is excellent- We've also added 
iiiore ‘curve iind twist' lo the smoke. Fans may also 
nulicc the camera roving around more during visual 
effects shots as we 'unlock' the ramera and furtlier 
uiitizc available tracking lecitnulogies.'' 

I Mcioche also commented on another cxcellent- 
looldng effecl from Good CvU, rail. "My favorite 
series of shots is the blown-out bridge. Our HD and 
2D department knocked II out of the park. Using live 
( elements of iJie boys nested into our compositions, 
and using photos and HD video reference, our artials 
created a photo-reul scene including such nuances as 
Rowing water caustics on the various bridge suribcea, 
atmospherics, and falling debris." 

Not lhat season live has ail the best effects 
- Meloche is particularly proud of ihe way dungs 
looked in the season Four episode. When Ihe Leutv 
' Bmik.i. 'Sam ends up going through a painfid 
wiiiidrawai from consuming demon blood. One 
I parlictiiar shot is of a series of black veins climbing 
down Sam's amts into his hands. The entire shot is 
I synthetic. We used photos taken on set, HD.generaled 
arm, leg, feet, and hand geontclry, and projected the 
photos back onto the 3D models. Tlie POV of the 
, liands was so close up, the construction of the shot 
■ had 10 be carcfiiUy choreographed DepUi of field, 

I color correction, and iliial louch-ups were handled 
ui composifing. The broadcast shot fitted perfectly 
into the context of a dozed and hailuclnalingSam." 

Even as Ihe visual effects crew continues to 
expand their overall approach to keep things fresh, 
they're always kept on their toes by whatever shot 
tliey're working on at the moment. As Meloche 
explained. “Shots keep evolving right up to a few 
days before broadcast and iheie can be quite n few 
‘cooks in die kitchen.' Ullimalely any creadve note 
may derail a direction airenriy being taken. The nick 
is to not become too personslly airscheJ to the work 
ui front of you, still blow the viewer away, and 
remember that the final product is ucatTTlie result 
of just one vision." 







Who you 

gonna call? 

Ghoul getting grouchy? Wendigo worrying 
you? Siren singing you a song? Whatever 
your unexpiained phenomena, the Winchester 
brothers are on hand to heip... 


Dfan says: Vou live In Minnesota? I’m surprised your 
whole house isn't like an icebox - Uial Itas to be one 
of the coldest stales we've ever visited! 

tKk Sam says: In our experience, lemperalures can drop 
.^1 in tlie presence of a spirit. If a particular part of your 
^ - i hou.se is constantly cold wltli no variation, however, 
^ then 1 don't think that’s the problem ui your case, 
especially as you don't repori any oilier effects. The real reason 
is more likely to be sonieUiiiig as simple as a draff, or bad 
poslUoiiing of heating duels. 


Dean soys: Tliere's no conclusive evidence iliat more 
^ accidents liappen on Friday die Wth than any oilier day, 
BO you probably don’t need to wony. In fact, suice they 
say more accidents happen in the liome, maybe calling in 
sick is a bad idea! All Friday die 13lh really signifies Is 
_ a movie about a psycho In a hockey mask. 

Sam soys: Didn’t tliey remake that reccnlly? 1 keep 
^ J meaning to go see it... 



Xiean soys: Even if there is a spirit there, if it hasn't 
^ done anything else to you, it doesn't mean any hanti 
We know vengeful spirits, and it doesn't sountl loo 
vengeful. Just hanging around causing a cold s|joi. 

Seems more like it's a friendly ghost, Uke Casper 

Dear Sam and Dean, 

As I write this, there's a Friday the 13lh coming up. and it always 
scares me. II I can I avoid doing atufi like driving or flying as 
much as I can on those days because of their reputation. 
Sometimes I even call In sick or book a day off work |usl 
so I can stay home. Am I right to be scared of those days? 
Susan Kennedy, Gary. Indiana 


Dear Sam and Dean, 

Is there such a thing as the Witching Hour? My mom always told me 
It was the time of night when witches and demons and ghosts ate 
at their most active and powerful. Ever since I was a kid I've always 
been scared of geRIng up in the night, even to go to the balhroom. 
Am I Just being stupid believing in II? 

Lee Dickinson, Norwich, England 

Sam says: Tlial’s a pretty conmion belief, that there's 
. _ T 0 point in the niglii where ghosts and other supernatural 

, beings are more powerful, and black magic at Its most 

effeelive. Tlie thing is lliough, there's not much agreement 
about when lliai time is - some soy it's midrughu while 
otheis say it covers tlie period between miilnight and 3AM. 
That’s a pretty long hoiu-l It’s iikely this belief just springs 
from the Ibet tliat what with the darkness, unexplabied 
noises like your house stuffing, and die quiet Just 
make it seem like tliere are supenialural forces at 
k. Some things are just scarier at night is ail. 

Dean says: Tell me about it 
^ - I've seen what your hah- 
looks like when you've 
slept on it! TVuih is. in our 
experience, spirits, demons, and 
other nionstcis can be active al 
any lime of die day. Most of the 
ones we go up against sure don't 
seem to need any sleep. I don't 
know if dial makes you feel safer or 
Lee. Still, al leusi you won’t liave 
lold It ui all night anymore! 
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GUARDIAJNI^, 

ANGEL 

Misha Collins 
talks Castiel! 


SYMPATlrfS 
FOR THE DE' 

Mark Pellegrino on 
playing Luciferl 
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